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“Music is very big in Wales. It’s about  
the voice more than the instruments.  
I’ve never known life without getting up 
and singing somewhere. I came from a 
large family, with a lot of cousins, so we 
had a lot of birthdays and weddings;  
I always had a chance to perform.

“I remember, when I was only young, 
one fellow at a wedding said to everyone, 
‘This is not just a boy singing. This kid  
is going to be a star.’ He took off his cap, 
put it on the floor and said, ‘Come on, 
everyone, let’s give him something.’ And 
people haven’t stopped. It’s just that, now,  
I don’t have to throw my cap on the floor.

“I had my own rock band and we built up  
quite a following. But when I first went to 
London to try to get a record contract, 
people would say, ‘Oh, all that macho stuff 
has gone out the window. You’re too manly, 
you’re not boyish enough and your hair’s 
too curly – curly hair is out now.’

“I thought, for God’s sake, it’s only hair! 
The Beatles had just broken through and 
they looked like boys. Even though I was 
the same age as John Lennon, I suppose  

     REWIND For a man who’s spent the best part of 45 years being famous and infamous in 
equal measure (he’s been married to his wife, Melinda, for 52 years, but his love of the ladies has 
been well-documented), Sir Tom Jones is one of the friendliest, most unaffected fellows you could 
meet. He’s engaging, quick to laugh and a fabulous storyteller (“I don’t mind doing an interview,” 
he chuckles. “I love to talk”). There’s still something resolutely working-class about the boy from 
Pontypridd, Wales, who battled tuberculosis as a child and whose mother gave him a ukelele to 
idle away the hours he was bedridden. Music became his passion at a young age and he’d sing 
anywhere he could. From gigs at weddings to tough workers’ clubs, he built a following fronting 
Tommy Scott and the Senators, before going on to sell more than 100 million solo albums, thanks 
to hits such as ‘It’s Not Unusual’ and ‘What’s New Pussycat?’. But it was a cover of Prince’s ‘Kiss’  
in 1988 and the cheeky ‘Sex Bomb’ in 2000 that cemented his kitsch celebrity around the world. 
Even he can’t quite believe the extraordinary path his life has taken.

Sting relaxes backstage in London; (inset, 
from left) one of New York City’s finest 

catches up with Sting, Andy Summers and 
Stewart Copeland in 1979.
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“What’s sustained me to this day is the 
love of it. I love everything that goes  
with singing: I love going to different 
countries; I love singing to an audience. 
It’s a tremendous feeling and I’ve never 
let anything get in the way of that. 

“I’ve never dabbled in drugs. All those 
quick fixes, I never fancied them. I’ve 
seen the effects they’ve had on other 
entertainers, like Elvis. I prefer going  
to the pub and having a chat with my 
mates to any of that. 

“Being onstage now is as good as it 
ever was – maybe even better, because  
I can’t help but think, I’m still doing it 
and people are still loving it. It’s an even 
better feeling than when I first started.  

“I’d say my voice is richer now than 

what it was when I was younger. And 
when I walk onstage and sing ‘Delilah’, 
it’s almost a test. I need to know I can 
sing it as well as I ever could. And it’s 
great when you do and people go, ‘Yeah!’ 
It’s a constant pat on the back. 

“When I had that low period, the thing 
that carried me through was the people  
– the audiences. Even though the places  
I played weren’t as big, I never went  
out to a venue that was half-full. The 
audiences were always there and they’re 
still coming.

 “For me now, it’s about keeping myself 
together and going on that stage and 
having people say to me, ‘Jesus Christ, 
your voice is unbelievable.’ As long as I 
have that, I’ll be fine.” >

         PAUSE For Jones, “all roads lead to the stage”, and that’s been a constant in his life. 
In spite of that lean period in the ’70s and ’80s, today he continues to tour extensively and  
sell out arenas worldwide. He’s lived in LA for 35 years, yet his accent is as Welsh as ever.  
Meanwhile, a lot of his time is spent in Las Vegas, where he performs for large chunks of  
the year. Perhaps not that much has changed since he did that back in the good old days, 
when he hung out with his mate Elvis Presley (“The first time he complimented my voice,  
I couldn’t believe it”). 

His most recent album, 24 Hours (Liberator), features the track ‘Sugar Daddy’, written by 
Bono and The Edge of U2 (Jones says he recently had drinks in a Dublin pub with Bono, “who 
just wanted to hear my life stories”). Having released close to 40 studio albums, it’s surprising 
that he calls 24 Hours his first “reflective” one – a backward glance on his life and how far he’s 
come, metaphorically and literally. Still, even when he’s looking back, he’s continually moving 
forward. “It’s reflective, but the sound isn’t old. I’m still looking ahead. That’s how I am in life.” 

I looked more like a man. 
“Once I did ‘It’s Not Unusual’ and it 

went to number one, everyone wanted 
to know me. 

“Success and fame changes your life. 
Well, it did mine, anyway. Before that,  
I was playing pubs and clubs and, all  
of a sudden, you have a number-one 
record and there you are on Top of  
the Pops. It was tremendous. 

“But the big thing for me was that  
I’d finally proven myself. The sound of 
my voice does work, it is sellable. You 
have more hit records, you’re on TV 
more, but that first success is a dream.

“There was a period back in the late 
’70s and early ’80s where most of the 
world thought I’d stopped. I was still 
touring, but I was biding my time. I was 
waiting. I knew it would come again. 

“My son, Mark, suggested I do ‘Kiss’ 
with [synthpop group] The Art of Noise, 
who wanted to work with me. I was up 
for a challenge – I’ve always wanted to 
do different things. Doing ‘Kiss’ kicked 
me in the arse.”

KNIGhtED IN 2006 for hIS MUltI-DEcADES of SErvIcE to brItISh 
MUSIc, SIr toM joNES ShowS No SIGNS of tAKING A fINAl bow

prince  
of wails

story tiffANY bAker

ll(clockwise from left) Jones on tour in the ’70s; 
strutting his stuff in LA in 1978; backstage  
with his back-up singers in 1970; an early tV 
performance in Copenhagen, Denmark, 1965.

Sir tom Jones turns 70  
this year, but he has no 

plans to retire from doing 
what he loves most.
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      FAST-FORWARD This year, Jones will turn 70; another 
milestone he finds unbelievable. Not that it’s getting the better of 
him – what’s an eighth decade among friends? He has no plans to 
take it easy or stagnate in the very comfortable life he’s created at 
his palatial LA property. In fact, a return to his beloved homeland,  
to keep things fresh, may well be on the cards. 

He’s due to hit Australian shores this month and will continue  
to tour for most of the year. Travelling is as much a passion as ever, 
and he makes an effort to explore whichever city he’s visiting, with 
architecture another of his myriad interests. 

Away from the microphone, Jones loves spending his time off 
with his two grandchildren from his son, Mark (although it’s been 
proven Jones Senior fathered at least one other son, Jonathan 
Berkery, during a brief encounter with model Katherine Berkery). 

But the stage is his home, the place he’s happiest and he has  
no desire to stop just yet. It’s a good thing that he reckons he’s 
singing better than ever.

“Linda and I are thinking of moving back to the UK permanently. 
We’ve lived in LA for a while and she’s becoming a bit homesick. 
She prefers the quiet life. She likes her garden, she likes her 
home. She’s not interested in travelling with me and jumping 
about all over the place. She says to me, ‘I’ll see you in a few 
months,’ and she’s happy that way.  It doesn’t mean she can’t 
come along anytime she wants. 

“It’s a strange thing to be turning 70. I feel excited about it, 
but I think, I wonder how I’ll feel when I’m 70 – will it have any 
effect on me? Some people say, ‘Oh, I wish I was 20; I wish I 
was 30.’ I don’t. I’ve had a great time and I have great memories, 
but I wouldn’t want to do it all again. I love thinking about all  
the different places I’ve been and the different parts of my life.  
The memories are fantastic. But I just want to keep going on. 

“And now I’m Sir Tom and my wife is Lady Jones. That’s 
mind-boggling. There’s nothing better than this life and this 
career I’ve had – it’s the ultimate. This is as good as it gets.  
It’s about making the most of it, and that’s what I’ve done.

“I’m not looking forward to retiring. Age is my enemy. It will 
catch up with me, I suppose. But, thank God, it hasn’t yet.”  sM

Sir Tom Jones will be on tour in Australia February 27 to March 11. For 
details, visit www.ticketek.com.au and www.ticketmaster.com.au.

Jones belts out another 
classic in italy in 2009.
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