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Design powerhouse Kelly Wearstler is 
a fount of talent whose lifestyle brand covers 
every genre, from furniture to surfboards to 

jewellery. Just don’t ask her to pick a favourite.
Photographer Nick Hudson 

Writer Tiffany Bakker

KELLY  
WEARSTLER
American idol

Kelly Wearstler in the foyer of her 
Malibu home beside the nautilus 

sculpture she bought on 1stdibs.com. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: the designer 
spends most weekends at the house  
on the beach. Details, last pages.

PHOTOGRAPHED 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR VOGUE 

LIVING IN MALIBU, 
CALIFORNIA.
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“We open the doors and 
you can hear the ocean, 
which is just so soothing 
and relaxing. You can 
decompress and let go;  
it’s a bit like heaven here”

CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: 
Wearstler in a 1940s bodysuit; 

in the living room, a custom-made 
cabinet by Jeffrey Greene is flanked 

by vintage Karl Springer chairs; 
a vintage wall-mounted rug on 

the staircase; Wearstler’s artworks 
fill the house; vintage pieces and 
a Joshua Elias painting (right) 
on the console; Wearstler’s own 

limited-edition ‘Mulholland’ 
(left) and ‘Zuma’ surfboards 

act as wall decorations. 

KELLY WEARSTLER  surveys the pristine waters of the Pacific 
Ocean from the sunken living room of her Malibu home and smiles. 
“It’s like living on a boat sometimes; when the tide is in, the ocean 
comes right up underneath the house, and you can feel it move,” 
the  designer says, adding that dolphins and seals regularly swim  
by the house. “We keep the living room doors open and you can  
hear the ocean, which is just so soothing and relaxing. You  
can decompress and let go; it’s a bit like heaven here.”

Indeed, Wearstler, who runs a wildly successful global luxury 
lifestyle brand out of Los Angeles — her business incorporates 
everything from interiors, fashion, jewellery, furniture, lighting,  
and commercial and residential design — says she and her husband, 
real estate developer Brad Korzen, along with their sons, Oliver and 
Elliott, decamp to the beach from their Beverly Hills home every 
Friday to d0… well, not a lot. 

“We don’t really entertain here that much,” says Wearstler, adding 
that their 557-square-metre Malibu property is all about having 
some quality family time. “We snuggle and we watch movies and 
sports, we walk on the beach and we surf. This place is really about 
spending time together and relaxing.”

While Wearstler says her husband “would move to Malibu  
full-time if he could”, she instead prefers keeping her work and 
home life separate. “I actually like having my office in town, because  
you’re in the action and near everything,” she explains. “When 
I come to Malibu, it’s not about work.”

Growing up on the coast, in Myrtle Beach in South Carolina, 
Wearstler says that raw textured materials have always inspired her 
— and they continue to inform her design work. As such, she says 
she wanted the family’s Malibu home to feel “organic — like 
everything in it has been picked up from the beach”.

Wearstler says she finds inspiration everywhere. “I just look out to 
the ocean and find inspiration,” she says, gesturing again towards 
the expanse of water at her back door. “But you have to be aware  
and you have to have an open mind; it’s how you look at things.”

The effortlessly cool Wearstler (whose laidback Californian 
demeanour belies a fierce work ethic) says her love of design was 
ingrained early on. Her mother, an interior designer, used to take 
Wearstler and her sister along to auctions and flea markets.

“My mother and my stepdad were into antiques, so we would go 
with them as they picked through everything, so I was always 
exposed to that,” she recalls. “I’m a very curious person, so I was 
always looking, lifting things up and exploring. I just loved it. 
My sister didn’t, but I was hooked.”

She studied interior design at the Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design in Boston, and scored her first interior design job after 
moving to Los Angeles, when a friend recommended her work  
to an acquaintance. Initially, she was slated to do one room but  
she ended up doing the whole house. “Then somebody else saw  

that job, and then I got another job, and it sort of  grew,” she  
recalls. “It was a very grassroots beginning.” 

She started her eponymous company in 1995 (she now oversees 
a  staff of 45), while her flagship store on Melrose Avenue in Los 
Angeles opened in 2011. She also has a boutique at Bergdorf 
Goodman in New York (she designed the store’s restaurant),  
while the company also boasts an e-commerce site. 

Wearstler reckons all of the differing elements of her company 
have ultimately influenced each other. “Every day I’m bouncing 
around on different projects,” she says. “I’ll have a meeting on an 
architectural project, like a hotel, and then I’ll go to a residential 
meeting; and then I’ll go to a jewellery meeting; and then I’ll go to 
a  furniture meeting; and I’ll be in the middle of speaking and I’ll 
think, ‘Oh my God, the thing we just had a meeting on, we can turn 
into this’, so they all bounce off of each other. I think I drive my » 
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“I love always seeking out new  
things I haven’t seen before, which 

keeps you craving somehow” 
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Wearstler in her dramatic foyer. 
OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP:  

the living room combines vintage pieces 
such as the black chairs with Wearstler’s 

sculpture on the coffee table, from her 
home collection for Bergdorf Goodman, 
and contemporary art by Mark Hagen 

(left wall); Wearstler with the 
limited-edition ‘Classic Kiss’  

surfboard from her own range.

«  staff a bit crazy!” (Asked to choose a favourite out of her ventures, 
Wearstler groans. “I don’t think I can, because I honestly love all 
of it, but if I had to pick, furniture design is close to my heart.”)

Currently, she’s in the middle of designing the interiors for a new 
hotel brand, Proper Hotels, which will have locations in Los 
Angeles, New York, Austin and San Francisco, with additional cities 
on the horizon. But first up, she’s excited about her forthcoming 
visit to Australia — her first — as an ambassador for Vogue Living. 

“I’m so excited about going to Australia and experiencing it  
with my family,” she says, adding that they’re hoping to sneak in 
some surfing and scuba diving during their visit. “I’m looking 
forward to getting a sense of the culture, of the architecture, the 
restaurants and the shopping.” 

Ultimately, Wearstler credits her success to taking risks and 
following her heart. “I love always seeking out new things that 
I haven’t seen before, which keeps you craving somehow,” she says. 
“Finding and exploring new things and then falling in love with 
them. For me, that’s what it’s all about.”  VL
Visit kellywearstler.com.
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CLOCKISE FROM LEFT: the bedrooms’ pale, neutral textiles echo the 
colours and textures of the sand on the beach. The artwork on the wall  
in the bedroom on the right is by Aubrey Penny; the enormous skylight 
and two-storey-high tree in the main hall as seen from the upper level.  
The artwork on the wall is by Richard Godfrey. Details, last pages.

KELLY WEARSTLER CV
Date company started: 1995.

Key projects: “The Bergdorf Goodman 
restaurant in New York. The first hotel I did 

was the Avalon in Beverly Hills, and then  
I did all the Viceroy Hotels. The new hotel 
brand I’m doing now is Proper Hotels, and  

I’ve done residential properties for people like 
Gwen Stefani, Cameron Diaz and Ben Stiller.” 

First book: “Modern Glamour. And then  
it was Domicilium Decoratus, which was about  
a previous residence of mine, then there was 

Hue and then Rhapsody. There have been four.” 

Launch of textile range: “We did our first 
collection with Lee Jofa four years ago, and 

we’re currently working on our fourth 
collection. We’re introducing a huge line of 
outdoor fabrics, and we’re also introducing 
a whole new collection later in the year of 

leathers and hides and wallpapers and more 
fabrics. I’m also doing a bedding collection 

that launches in August.”

Launch of furniture range with EJ Victor: 
October 2015.

First retail store: “The Melrose Avenue store 
opened in 2011. We also have the Bergdorf 

Goodman boutique and an e-commerce site 
(kellywearstler.com).” 

FOR AN INTERVIEW WITH 
KELLY WEARSTLER, VISIT 
VOGUELIVING.COM.AU.


